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We've experienced the changes in
income tax laws that took effect for
2018. A number of our clients have
adjusted tax withholdings or
estimated tax payments as a
consequence. If your tax situation
has changed, please give us a call
for a review. We anticipate changes
in the retirement plan laws this year,
which - if passed - will create an
opportunity for us to revisit your
estate plans and beneficiary
designations.

In the meantime, enjoy summer's
fine weather and a few mid-year
planning ideas.

Exploring the world
sounds fun and
exciting, but it can
be expensive to
travel. However,
there are ways to
experience the trip
of your dreams on a
budget. Follow these
money-saving tips
when planning your

next vacation to help make it more affordable.

1. Join a frequent flyer program. It will
probably take time to accumulate frequent flyer
points, but the perks can be worth it. Depending
on the program, rewards can include cheaper
fares, upgrades, free companion tickets, and
more.

2. Be flexible with scheduling. Timing your
ticket purchases wisely can help you save big.
Aim to travel during days of the week when
airfare tends to be cheaper. Similarly, try to fly
at unpopular hours (e.g., early morning or
red-eye flights) for more affordable pricing.
Avoid traveling during peak holiday seasons
and school breaks, and be aware of big events
such as conferences or trade shows that tend
to make hotel prices soar.

3. Comparison shop. Research online to find
the cheapest flights to your desired destination.
Mix and match your airlines and airports for the
best rates — you might discover that two
one-way tickets are cheaper, overall, than
purchasing one round-trip ticket. Consider
all-inclusive options, since the up-front price
you pay is usually the total cost of your trip.

4. Pack smart. Checked baggage fees can
rack up quickly, especially if you exceed an
airline's weight limit. Try to stick with carry-on
luggage or just remember to pack lightly to
avoid paying extra for overweight bags.

5. Consider alternatives to hotels. Lower-cost
lodging options can include hostels,
home-exchange programs, B&Bs, and vacation
rentals. But they do require careful research.
Find a match that best suits your needs by
narrowing down potential options according to

your budget, number of guests, length of stay,
and space requirements. Look at ratings and
reviews to determine whether a particular
location and property will work for you.

6. Download apps to your smartphone. Take
advantage of free travel apps that can help you
save money on things like gas, car rental,
airfare, hotels/accommodations, and more. Find
and download messaging apps that your family
and friends also have so you don't have to pay
for text messages you send/receive while
traveling.

7. Reduce mobile roaming charges. After a
relaxing vacation, you probably won't want to
come home to an expensive phone bill due to
data roaming charges. Fortunately, many
mobile networks offer data roaming deals, so
check with your phone's carrier to learn about
packages and discounts that may be available
to you. And before you embark on your travels,
adjust settings on your phone to disable data
roaming as well as software downloads. App
and phone updates are important, but most can
wait until you are connected to Wi-Fi, which is
available for free at many places.

8. Find free activities. Regardless of where
you're traveling, it's likely that there are plenty
of fun and free or low-cost activities.
Sightseeing, walking, browsing stores, and
attending local concerts/fairs/cultural events are
great ways to explore a new place without
spending too much (or any) money.

9. Act like a local. Blend in with the locals by
dining out and shopping at stores located away
from popular tourist streets. Prepare your own
food when it's practical, and don't shy away
from street food — it's less expensive than a
sit-down restaurant.

10. Save on car rental. If possible, stick with
public transportation on your trip. But if you
must rent a car, book the cheapest option you
can find online. You can save even more
money by choosing to forego car rental
insurance, but you'll want to review your
existing auto insurance policy first to see if it
comes with some form of coverage for rentals.
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Key Estate Planning Documents
Estate planning is the process of managing and
preserving your assets while you are alive, and
conserving and controlling their distribution
after your death. There are four key estate
planning documents almost everyone should
have regardless of age, health, or wealth. They
are: a durable power of attorney, advance
medical directives, a will, and a letter of
instruction.

Durable power of attorney
Incapacity can happen to anyone at any time,
but your risk generally increases as you grow
older. You have to consider what would happen
if, for example, you were unable to make
decisions or conduct your own affairs. Failing to
plan may mean a court would have to appoint a
guardian, and the guardian might make
decisions that would be different from what you
would have wanted.

A durable power of attorney (DPOA) enables
you to authorize a family member or other
trusted individual to make financial decisions or
transact business on your behalf, even if you
become incapacitated. The designated
individual can do things like pay everyday
expenses, collect benefits, watch over your
investments, and file taxes.

There are two types of DPOAs: (1) an
immediate DPOA, which is effective at once
(this may be appropriate, for example, if you
face a serious operation or illness), and (2) a
springing DPOA, which is not effective unless
you become incapacitated.

Advance medical directives
Advance medical directives let others know
what forms of medical treatment you prefer and
enable you to designate someone to make
medical decisions for you in the event you can't
express your own wishes. If you don't have an
advance medical directive, health-care
providers could use unwanted treatments and
procedures to prolong your life at any cost.

There are three types of advance medical
directives. Each state allows only a certain type
(or types). You may find that one, two, or all
three types are necessary to carry out all of
your wishes for medical treatment.

• A living will is a document that specifies the
types of medical treatment you would want,
or not want, under particular circumstances.
In most states, a living will takes effect only
under certain circumstances, such as a
terminal illness or injury. Generally, one can
be used only to decline medical treatment

that "serves only to postpone the moment of
death."

• A health-care proxy lets one or more family
members or other trusted individuals make
medical decisions for you. You decide how
much power your representative will or won't
have.

• A do-not-resuscitate (DNR) order is a legal
form, signed by both you and your doctor,
that gives health-care professionals
permission to carry out your wishes.

Will
A will is quite often the cornerstone of an estate
plan. It is a formal, legal document that directs
how your property is to be distributed when you
die. If you don't leave a will, disbursements will
be made according to state law, which might
not be what you would want.

There are a couple of other important purposes
for a will. It allows you to name an executor to
carry out your wishes, as specified in the will,
and a guardian for your minor children.

The will should be written, signed by you, and
witnessed.

Most wills have to be probated. The will is filed
with the probate court. The executor collects
assets, pays debts and taxes owed, and
distributes any remaining property to the rightful
heirs. The rules vary from state to state, but in
some states smaller estates are exempt from
probate or qualify for an expedited process.

Letter of instruction
A letter of instruction is an informal, nonlegal
document that generally accompanies your will
and is used to express your personal thoughts
and directions regarding what is in the will (or
about other things, such as your burial wishes
or where to locate other documents). This can
be the most helpful document you leave for
your family members and your executor.

Unlike your will, a letter of instruction remains
private. Therefore, it is an opportunity to say the
things you would rather not make public.

A letter of instruction is not a substitute for a
will. Any directions you include in the letter are
only suggestions and are not binding. The
people to whom you address the letter may
follow or disregard any instructions.

Take steps now
Life is unpredictable. So take steps now, while
you can, to have the proper documents in place
to ensure that your wishes are carried out.

There are four key estate
planning documents almost
everyone should have
regardless of age, health, or
wealth: a durable power of
attorney, advance medical
directives, a will, and a letter
of instruction.
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Charitable Giving After Tax Reform
Tax reform changes to the standard deduction
and itemized deductions may affect your ability
to obtain an income tax benefit from charitable
giving. Projecting how you'll be affected by
these changes while there's still time to take
action is important.

Income tax benefit of charitable giving
If you itemize deductions on your federal
income tax return, you can generally deduct
your gifts to qualified charities. However, many
itemized deductions have been eliminated or
restricted, and the standard deduction has
substantially increased. You can generally
choose to take the standard deduction or to
itemize deductions. As a result of the changes,
far fewer taxpayers will be able to reduce their
taxes by itemizing deductions.

Taxpayers whose total itemized deductions
other than charitable contributions would be
less than the standard deduction (including
adjustments for being blind or age 65 or older)
effectively have less of a tax savings incentive
to make charitable gifts. For example, assume
that a married couple, both age 65, have total
itemized deductions (other than charitable
contributions) of $15,000. They would have a
standard deduction of $27,000 in 2019. The
couple would effectively receive no tax savings
for the first $12,000 of charitable contributions
they make. Even with a $12,000 charitable
deduction, total itemized deductions of $27,000
would not exceed their standard deduction.

Taxpayers whose total itemized deductions
other than charitable contributions equal or
exceed the standard deduction (including
adjustments for being blind or age 65 or older)
generally receive a tax benefit from charitable
contributions equal to the income taxes saved.
For example, assume that a married couple,
both age 65, have total itemized deductions
(other than charitable contributions) of $30,000.
They would be entitled to a standard deduction
of $27,000 in 2019. If they are in the 24%
income tax bracket and make a charitable
contribution of $10,000, they would reduce their
income taxes by $2,400 ($10,000 charitable
deduction x 24% tax rate).

However, the amount of your income tax
charitable deduction may be limited to certain
percentages of your adjusted gross income
(AGI). For example, your deduction for gifts of
cash to public charities is generally limited to
60% of your AGI for the year, and other gifts to
charity are typically limited to 30% or 20% of
your AGI. Charitable deductions that exceed
the AGI limits may generally be carried over
and deducted over the next five years, subject
to the income percentage limits in those years.

Year-end tax planning
When making charitable gifts during the year,
you should consider them as part of your
year-end tax planning. Typically, you have a
certain amount of control over the timing of
income and expenses. You generally want to
time your recognition of income so that it will be
taxed at the lowest rate possible, and to time
your deductible expenses so they can be
claimed in years when you are in a higher tax
bracket.

For example, if you expect that you will be in a
higher tax bracket next year, it may make
sense to wait and make the charitable
contribution in January so you can take the
deduction next year when the deduction results
in a greater tax benefit. Or you might shift the
charitable contribution, along with other
itemized deductions, into a year when your
itemized deductions would be greater than the
standard deduction amount. And if the income
percentage limits above are a concern in one
year, you might consider ways to shift income
into that year or shift deductions out of that
year, so that a larger charitable deduction is
available for that year. A tax professional can
help you evaluate your individual tax situation.

Qualified charitable distribution (QCD)
If you are age 70½ or older, you can make
tax-free charitable donations directly from your
IRAs (other than SEP and SIMPLE IRAs) to a
qualified charity. The distribution must be one
that would otherwise be taxable to you. You
can exclude up to $100,000 of these QCDs
from your gross income each year. And if you
file a joint return, your spouse (if 70½ or older)
can exclude an additional $100,000 of QCDs.

You cannot deduct QCDs as a charitable
contribution because the QCD is excluded from
your gross income. In order to get a tax benefit
from your charitable contribution without this
special rule, you would have to itemize
deductions, and your charitable deduction could
be limited by the percentage of AGI limitations.
QCDs may allow you to claim the standard
deduction and exclude the QCD from income.

QCDs count toward satisfying any required
minimum distributions (RMDs) that you would
otherwise have to receive from your IRA, just
as if you had received an actual distribution
from the plan.

Caution: Your QCD cannot be made to a
private foundation, donor-advised fund, or
supporting organization. Further, the gift cannot
be made in exchange for a charitable gift
annuity or to a charitable remainder trust.

Some of the recent changes
to the standard deduction
and itemized deductions
may affect your ability to
obtain an income tax benefit
from your charitable
contributions. Incorporating
charitable giving into your
year-end tax planning may
be even more important
now. If you are age 70½ or
older and have a traditional
IRA, you may wish to
consider a qualified
charitable distribution.
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Is a vehicle subscription service in your future?
Automakers and start-up
companies are betting that
today's generation of drivers
will embrace a new model of
temporary ownership called a

vehicle subscription service.

A vehicle subscription service offers an
alternative to buying or leasing. You don't have
to sign a long-term contract or commit to just
one vehicle. Once you join, you typically pay an
all-inclusive monthly or sometimes weekly fee
that covers the cost of using the vehicle you
choose, including insurance, routine
maintenance, roadside assistance, and a
warranty. You then have the option of swapping
out your vehicle periodically, depending on the
terms of your subscription.

For example, perhaps you've been temporarily
transferred to a new city and want a
fuel-efficient car for the six months you're living
there. Maybe you need a second car only
during the summer when your child is home
from college. Or you might want the flexibility to
drive whichever vehicle suits your needs at the
time — a luxury sedan for day-to-day driving,
then a minivan for a family trip. If your needs
change, you can return your vehicle and get

another, or end your subscription. Plans vary,
but many subscription services require only a
short one- to two-month minimum commitment,
with the option to renew. Subscription services
are often app-based, making it easy to find and
swap vehicles, and your newest ride may be
delivered to you via a concierge service.

Of course, flexibility and convenience come at a
cost, which is often substantial, so if you are
interested in subscribing to your next vehicle
you'll need to carefully assess your options.
Prices depend on the subscription service, the
vehicle selected, and other factors such as
mileage and extras. You may also be required
to pay a sign-up fee.

Vehicle subscription services are evolving and
are still not available everywhere. Many
services are in the testing phase, and most
have been launched primarily in major
metropolitan markets such as Los Angeles, San
Francisco, and New York, with a few offered in
other cities. But vehicle subscription services
are gaining traction, increasing the likelihood
that they will someday be available in most
areas.

Do I need to get a REAL ID when I renew my license?
If you need to renew your
driver's license, you may want
to get a REAL ID. The REAL
ID Act, passed by Congress in
2005, enacts the 9/11

Commission's recommendation that the federal
government set minimum security standards for
state-issued driver's licenses and identification
cards.

Beginning October 1, 2020, residents of every
state and territory will need to present a REAL
ID-compliant license/identification card, or
another acceptable form of identification (such
as a passport), to access federal facilities, enter
nuclear power plants, and board commercial
aircraft. Although implementation has been
slow, states have made progress in meeting the
REAL ID Act's recommendations. A majority of
states and territories, along with the District of
Columbia, have complied with all REAL ID
requirements. The remaining noncompliant
jurisdictions have been granted a temporary
extension from the Department of Homeland
Security.1

To obtain a REAL ID, you must apply in person
at your state's department of motor vehicles (or
other approved service center). Your picture will

be taken and signature captured electronically.
You must provide more documentation than
you would normally need for a standard driver's
license or identification card. A REAL ID
requires that you show (in original or certified
form) proof of identity and lawful presence (e.g.,
U.S. passport, birth certificate), state residency
(e.g., mortgage statement, utility bill), and
Social Security number (e.g., Social Security
card, paystub). In addition, if your current name
doesn't match the one on your proof of identity
document, you must prove your legal name
change (e.g., marriage certificate).

When states first implemented REAL ID
recommendations, applicants were faced with
delays and long wait times. However, many
states have since streamlined the process by
allowing applicants to start the application
process online. For more information on
applying for a REAL ID, you can visit your
state's department of motor vehicles website or
dhs.gov/real-id.
1 Department of Homeland Security, REAL ID
Compliance Extension Updates, October 2018
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